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little remembrance of his versatile genius now lives in the minds of the de- 
scendants of his townsmen. 

The spelling of Oriental names and words will probably be found incorrect 
by those whose vernacular is either Persian, Arabic or Turkish. If the author's 
intention has been to retain the native pronunciation, we fail to see why the 
forms "Muhammad, amrud, shahr, beg, Nasir ad-Din," and so on, in endless 
succession, should have been used instead of the indigenous versions of "Mo- 
hammed, armud, shehir, bey, Nassreddin." They smack of sixteenth and seven- 
teenth century travelers' indifference to accuracy which has been dispelled by 
modern Oriental studies. While no such negligence can be imputed in the 
present case, on account of the consistency in the forms adopted, the departure 
from the original pronunciation leads one to wonder at its cause. 

A glimpse of Persia at play with its liberal form of government is also 
obtained by the perusal of the text. It may be said that a large share of the 
book's value lies in the description of this country as the author saw it in its 
present state. Much of the historical information crowded in the text exists in 
the works of earlier travelers. Our thanks are due to Professor Jackson for 
cprrecting in many instances the errors of his predecessors as well as for the 
new material picked up along the less-known sections of his route. The large 
number of photographs contribute materially to increase our knowledge of the 
regions he has visited. Leon Dominian. 

Landes- und Volkskunde Palastinas. Von Dr. Gustav Holscher. Samm- 
lung Goschen. 16S pp. Map, ills., index. G. J. GSschen, Leipzig, 1907. 
80 pfg. 6x4. 

This little hand-book remains one of the most reliable and useful descrip- 
tions of the Palestine of to-day. Especially useful is its analysis of the topo- 
graphy of this historic land and its description of the present inhabitants. Un- 
fortunately, it lacks a suitable map equipment. The' one map* provided is so 
congested with names that it is almost useless. Travelers in Palestine will 
find the information compacted in this little volume of great service. It is a 
worthy companion of the other volumes in the same series. 

Charles F. Kent. 

Die indischen Grosstadte. Von Dr. Karl Goes. Statist, und Natiorfal- 
ekonomische Abhandl., Hefi 7. 93 pp. Tabellen. Ernst Reinhardt, Munchen, 
iqio. Mk. 5. io}4 x tyi.. 

Pamphlet in form and ancillary to the census returns of the British Govern- 
ment in India, the care with which these statistics have been compiled for com- 
parison enables the author to point out clearly an interesting detail of the 
method of imperial government in the peninsula of India. There is nothing in 
the history of British India from the days of the Honorable East India Com- 
pany to the present administration to suggest that the British have been guided 
by a theory of government, that they have ever been other than haphazard in 
their methods. But in capable hands these figures are made to show that a 
power which not even slipshod administration could override has been leading 
Great Britain surely in the direction of the economic conquest of India, a matter 
far other than the mere political conquest which has cost such treasure of blood 
and gold. In these tables the author shows how the industrial and social con- 
quest is working itself out in the great cities of Calcutta, Bombay, Madras and 
others of less note. William Churchill. 

La Grande Artere de la Chine. Le Yangtseu. Tar Joseph Dautremer. 
304 pp. Ills., map, index. E. Guilmoto, Paris, ion. Fr. 6. 95 5%. 

This book is not a study in potamology but a "Landerkunde" of the provinces 
of China which are watered by the Yangtse River and its tributaries. The 
first chapter describes the river itself; it is followed by several chapters on 
China as a whole, describing the origin and character of the Chinese, their 

* Listed under "Turkey in Asia" (second entry) in Bui/., Vol. 44, No. 4, April, 1912, p. 319. 
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dwellings, food, domestic habits and customs, religion and superstitions, games 
and pastimes, and social classifications; also the commerce and products of 
China in general, its administration, currency system, weights and measures. 

The special chapters deal, each, with an individual province as a unit whose 
natural conditions, economic status and possibilities are studied from geograph- 
ical and economical or political points of view. The great colonial problems 
are placed in the foreground, and special attention is paid to the question why 
France does not in the Far East occupy a position which would correspond to 
its importance in Europe as one of the competing powers. One of the principal 
causes of this discrepancy, according to the author, is a certain lack of enter- 
prise and persistency in the French character. The French are valiant con- 
querors, but they lack the qualities which make successful colonists. In Shang- 
hai, for instance, the American and English quarters are hustling markets, 
abodes of live, business men ; the French one is a quiet and dignified adminis- 
trative center, the home of a number of functionaries. Moreover, the petty 
avarice of the average middle-class Frenchman, while it makes thousands of 
small capitalists in France, proves fatal abroad, where broadmindedness, initi- 
ative, and enterprise alone can make a man or a nation successful. It is owing 
to this parsimony that French firms, as a rule, do not maintain agencies abroad, 
nor advertise properly, nor offer free samples, nor encourage their clerks to 
learn the language of their customers, as the competing nations do. The result 
is that French imports into China have decreased considerably in proportion 
as those of Germany, America, and Japan have increased, so that silk ribbons are 
now the only article of which France still holds a certain monopoly. 

The influence of Japan, especially, is increasing by leaps and bounds, and 
not along commercial lines only. The Chinese press is largely in the hands of 
Japanese agents. Most of its literature, even when of European origin, comes 
from the same source: in the library of a distinguished Chinese scholar, foi 
instance, the author found Montesquieu's "Esprit des Lois," Rousseau's "Contrat 
Social," and Karl Marx's works, in Japanese editions, published in Japan for 
the use of the Chinese. Under these circumstances one cannot wonder at the 
recent political changes, although the author himself did not expect them to take 
place so soon. He witnessed, however, the first manifestation of a united mod- 
ern China — the Nankin Exposition of 1910. While it was not much heard of 
abroad — being indeed not much more than a huge county fair of products of 
the Yangtse valley — it was nevertheless gotten up in direct imitation of Western 
models, under Japanese influence, and it marked an epoch in the development 
of China. It was not only because on this occasion the gorgeously dressed 
mandarins were seen, for the first time in Chinese history, officiating side by 
side with the reformers in black frock coats at its solemn opening — similar in- 
congruities could be seen almost everywhere in the exposition — but because this 
assemblage, in the old Ming capital, of products from every part of the country, 
and the gathering together of people from every corner of it, meant the first 
concerted action of modern Chinese thought and feeling, which has since worked 
such astonishing revolutions. As a study of the most important part of China 
immediately before the revolution, the book is very interesting geographically 
and economically. Martha Krug Gent-he. 

British-India. 1600-1838. (The English People Overseas, Vol. II). By 
A. Wyatt Tilby. 2S6 pp. Constable & Co., Ltd., London, 191 1. 4s. 6d. 

8 x *.% 

This work is the story of the inception of British rule in the great peninsula, 
the resistance of the metropolis to the imperial idea and the stress of circum- 
stances which made a company of merchants in Leadenhall street masters, 
always reluctant and always incapable, of the destinies of millions. By adopt- 
ing the artificial limit of 1828, the year of the last Maratha war, as the end of 
this study we are left with imperialism still in the struggle, the Honorable East 
India Company is still in the course of that almost divine system of blundering, 
for it seems impossible that mere men could make such errors, which led to the 
Mutiny and out of it to the establishment of acknowledged empire. Histories 
of British India we have in abundance, but this is in a class by itself. It is 



